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SECRET STATE 083716 

EXDIS, FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ATHERTON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:PFOR, LE, IS, SY, PLO 

SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON SITUATION 

REF: STATE 80336 

1 . RECENT DEVELOPMENTS RE SITUATION IN SOUTH LEBANON PERMIT 
SOME OPTIMISM THAT CEASEFIRE FOR WHICH WE SOUGHT SAUDI 
SUPPORT AND COOPERATION MAY BE COMING INTO EXISTENCE. SITUA- 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 083716 

TION APPEARS TO BE STABILIZING, WITH INTERNATIONAL PRESS 
GIVING CREDIT TO ASAD FOR HAVING ORDERED ARAFAT TO HOLD BACK 
ON PALESTINIAN ATTACKS. NEVERTHELESS, WE ATTACH CONSIDERABLE 
IMPORTANCE TO A DIALOGUE WITH SAUDIS ON THE ISSUE. 

2. WE CONTINUE REGARD POINTS REFTEL AS VALID ANALYSIS OF 
SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON AND AS APPROPRIATE PRESCRIPTION 
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FOR CONTAINING POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS EFFECTS OF CRISIS THERE. 
IF YOU HAVE NOT YET HAD OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS 
BASED ON REFTEL OR IN CONTINUING CONTACTS WITH SAUDIS, YOU 
SHOULD ROUND OUT YOUR PRESENTATION WITH FOLLOWING OBSERVA- 
TIONS: 

- DEVELOPMENTS OF THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS SUGGEST THAT A 
MILITARY STANDSTILL BETWEEN CONTENDING FORCES WILL BE 
ESTABLISHED. THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED HAVE DEMONSTRATED 

RESTRAINT AND AN APPRECIATION OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF POTEN- 
TIAL MILITARY ESCALATION THERE WHICH IS ENCOURAGING. 

- SUCCESS IN IMPOSING AND MAINTAINING A MILITARY TRUCE 
WILL DEPEND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, UPON THE ADHERENCE AND 
COOPERATION OF THE FORCES AND MILITIAS DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
IN THE RECENT FIGHTING. ALTHOUGH THE IMMEDIATE CRISIS 
APPEARS TO BE RECEDING, IT WILL BE IMPORTANT FOR ALL CON- 
CERNED TO USE THEIR INFLUENCE TO PREVENT CONDITIONS THERE 
FROM GETTING OUT OF CONTROL AND TO AFFORD TO PRESIDENT 
SARKIS AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXERT HIS GOVERNMENT S AUTHORITY 
IN THAT UNSTABLE AREA. 

VANCE 
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